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Biden and his allies had not disclosed to Con-
gress or the American people. 

China remains one of the greatest foreign 
threats to American national security. It’s inex-
cusable that the Administration failed to inform 
the public when this threat was identified and 
even more alarming that the President didn’t 
take steps to prevent such a breach of Amer-
ican sovereignty. 

The government is responsible for ensuring 
our safety, security, and privacy. But thank-
fully, when the Administration failed to take 
this threat seriously, Larry Mayer was there. 

Larry’s images of the Chinese spy balloon 
represent the best qualities of American jour-
nalism. By uncovering this inexcusable lapse 
in our Nation’s security, Larry has proven that 
even seemingly innocuous situations can have 
much more serious implications. 

Larry Mayer’s dedication to the job is the 
definition of patriotism in action. His work un-
covering this disappointing failure by President 
Biden allows me and countless other public of-
ficials to hold the administration accountable. 

Americans everywhere owe Larry a debt of 
gratitude for documenting this dangerous vio-
lation of American airspace. I hope all will join 
me in commending Larry Mayer’s actions, and 
it is my pleasure to acknowledge him in the 
United States House of Representatives. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
LOCAL TRAILBLAZER, MORDECAI 
WALKER. IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
during Black History Month to honor the life of 
an extraordinary leader, educator and pillar of 
the St. Petersburg community, Mr. Mordecai 
Walker. 

Mr. Walker was born in Citrus Park in rural 
Hillsborough County on July 4, 1924, to Char-
lie and Pearl Walker. He attended segregated 
schools in Hillsborough County—Citrus Park 
School for colored children, Booker T. Wash-
ington Junior High and Middleton High School, 
where he graduated in 1943. Mr. Walker start-
ed his college education at Bethune-Cookman 
University where he had the distinct honor of 
shaking the hand of First Lady Eleanor Roo-
sevelt and Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. How-
ever, as the war continued in Europe and the 
south Pacific, Mr. Walker was drafted into the 
U.S. Army, where he served overseas in New 
Guinea. 

After attaining the rank of Sergeant and 
completing his enlistment in 1946, Mr. Walker 
returned to higher education at Tennessee 
State University (TSU) where he completed 
his bachelor’s degree in agriculture and then 
he went on to earn his master’s degree in ag-
riculture from Florida A & M University. As a 
student at TSU, Mr. Walker was an essay win-
ner for writing ‘‘America’s Most Popular Ath-
lete’’—writing that Joe Louis was more popular 
than Jackie Robinson. For winning the essay, 
he was given an all-expenses paid trip to New 
York City to see Joe Louis fight. During that 
trip Mr. Walker remembers going to an inte-
grated New York City theater to see Gone 
with the Wind. 

While at TSU, Mr. Walker competed on the 
track team with Olympian Mickey Patterson 
and Ed Temple, who later became an Olympic 
coach. In 1950, he was initiated into the Rho 
Psi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Mr. Walker would go on to become one of the 
original seven founders of the Eta Rho grad-
uate chapter in St. Petersburg, FL in 1962, 
where he also served as the Chapter Basileus 
from 1991 through 1993. After more than 70 
years of service, Mr. Walker remains active in 
the local chapter and is still committed to 
Omega’s four cardinal principals of Manhood, 
Scholarship, Perseverance and Uplift. 

After graduating from TSU, Mr. Walker re-
turned to Tampa to teach at Simmons Ele-
mentary School in Plant City and later Mid-
dleton High School in Tampa, where he was 
a driving force in establishing the agriculture 
program. Mr. Walker was pivotal in creating a 
curriculum and funding sources to bring the 
program to fruition. After his short stint in 
Hillsborough County, he relocated to Pinellas 
County, where he spent more than 30 years 
teaching, advancing and developing agricul-
tural programs. Mr. Walker was inducted into 
TSU’s Agriculture Hall of Fame for his more 
than 30 years of service to advancing the field 
of agriculture in education. In 2019, he was 
also inducted into the City of St. Petersburg 
Senior Hall of Fame for his services of volun-
teering to help the quality of life for residents 
of St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Walker is known for overcoming adver-
sity. Coming of age in an era of segregation, 
Mr. Walker acted with dignity and grace. 
showing respect to everyone around him even 
when he was not afforded that same respect. 
During the Civil Rights movement, he was ac-
tive in the Ambassador’s Club, which was a 
civic club that worked to address the ongoing 
fight for civil rights. as well as celebrating the 
community’s achievements during this time. 

Mr. Walker is the oldest living member of 
the Historic Gas Plant Community, which was 
the second African American neighborhood 
formed in St. Petersburg. This historic commu-
nity thrived from business, entertainment, and 
education. It was the place for working class 
African Americans. Unfortunately, many fami-
lies were eventually uprooted during the ex-
pansion of Interstate-275 during the 1970’s. 

Mr. Speaker, today I join with the entire 
community of St. Petersburg in honoring Mr. 
Mordecai Walker for his long commitment to 
education, bettering the lives of all those 
around him and as a living legacy. 
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HONORING DICK’S PLACE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a long-time business 
in Hinds County, MS, Dick’s Place. Dick’s 
Place has shown what can be done through 
consistency, dedication, and a desire to serve. 

In 1949, Richard Anderson obtained a piece 
of land on Highway 80 near Bolton, MS. Dur-
ing this time, Highway 80 was a major thor-
oughfare for cars and buses. On the newly 
purchased land, he would create a juke joint 
named ‘‘Dick’s Place.’’ With the advent of 
Interstate 20, the original building had to be 

demolished and the business moved to its cur-
rent location, 2625 S. Frontage Road in Clin-
ton, in 1952. Starting out in was more country 
store than juke joint. Barbeque was introduced 
as a mainstay, leading to the juke joint grow-
ing even more. 

For Dick’s Place to survive and remain a 
safe place for African Americans during the 
height of the Civil Rights Movement, dues had 
to be paid to keep the doors open. Several 
times attempts were made to firebomb the es-
tablishment. Richard Anderson, Sr. recalls 
watching a white Mississippi State Trooper 
pull off the side of the road, throw a Molotov- 
cocktail-type bomb right at the front door, then 
get in his car and drive away. Gathering while 
black wasn’t a crime by law, but it was seen 
as threat to White Supremacists in the area. 

Dick’s Place is now owned by Richard An-
derson, Jr., who took over the business in 
1984 when his father passed. Dick’s Place is 
open daily from noon until whenever, and to 
be sure, Dick’s Place is welcoming to all. Day 
in and day out, you will find the one-of-a-kind, 
Lorraine Henderson, tending bar and keeping 
the kitchen popping. She is the heartbeat of 
Dick’s Place and has been for the last 28 
years. Right next door is Richie’s One Stop, 
also owned by the family. 

The theme of this year’s anniversary was— 
Being Thankful. This was the first in-person 
anniversary celebration since COVID, and 
about 100 patrons were treated to a real treat 
on Sunday evenings. It was a grand occasion, 
and the unique spirit felt that evening was the 
same spirit felt that kept it surviving and thriv-
ing for seventy-three years and counting. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dick’s Place for its 73 years of 
service in the State of Mississippi. 
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HONORING THE INCREDIBLE 
SERVICE OF SOPHIE PABIS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an incredible milestone reached by 
Sophie Graczewski Pabis of Enfield, Con-
necticut, who turns 100 on March 13, 2023. A 
lifelong resident of Enfield, Sophie has lived 
out what it means to be a first-generation 
American, purposing her time on this earth 
with patriotic-, service- and community-ori-
ented acts. She is a model citizen who we all 
ought to honor. 

Born 1923, to Polish immigrants John and 
Helen Graczewski, Sophie learned early on 
the value of humble living and hard work. 
Growing up on a farm with two sisters and 
four brothers, Sophie worked on the fields to 
support her family throughout the Great De-
pression. She began her education in a one 
room schoolhouse and eventually moved on to 
Hazardville Grammar School and later Enfield 
High School, where she graduated in 1940. 

Her first two jobs, in 1941, were at an ice 
cream parlor and a company that made elec-
tric switches, beginning the latter in Sep-
tember of that year. Her life trajectory 
changed, however, with the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and our nation’s entry into the Second 
World War. Sophie felt an immediate calling to 
join the global effort. She rolled up her sleeves 
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and by March 1942 applied for training at Pratt 
and Whitney, enlisting as one of the iconic, 
‘‘Rosie the Riveters.’’ 

Beginning at age 19, Sophie picked up 6 
shifts a week as a drill press operator and 
then turret lathe through to the end of the war. 
Equipped with the symbolism of the all-too- 
known uniform—the blue overalls, head tur-
ban, and her own toolbox—Sophie was one of 
the Homefront heroes our nation relied upon 
during the war. Many of us in this chamber 
know that Allied Forces won the war due to 
the United States’ ability to outproduce the 
Axis Powers. That is in thanks to citizens like 
Sophie. 

The importance of Sophie’s service at Pratt 
and Whitney cannot be overstated. That is 
why a part of her story is already archived in 
the World War II Home Front National Park 
Museum. However, we also ought to recog-
nize Sophie’s diligence in her profession, 
which instilled even further within her a value 
for hard work and an ability to address chal-
lenging situations. By 1946, the year following 
the conclusion of the war, Sophie returned to 
Pratt’s engineering office to fill out those val-
ues. She, like many after the war, also began 
to settle into a new post-war life and met her 
would-be-husband, Mitchell L. Pabis, who also 
served overseas in Germany. They married in 
1948. It was only when they began expecting 
their children that Sophie took time off from 
Pratt & Whitney. Together, they raised their 
two sons, Mitchell and Richard, and remained 
happily married until Mitchell Senior’s unfortu-
nate passing in 2001. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to bring atten-
tion to Sophie’s immense community presence 
throughout her life. For example, she has vol-
unteered at Saint Adelbert’s School library and 
served as a Eucharistic Minister at Saint 
Adelbert’s Church, worked with the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor, and has been a member of 
the American Legion John Maciolek Unit 154 
Auxiliary for 75 years. 

On March 13, 2023, Sophie will celebrate 
her 100th birthday. Sophie truly does belong 
to the Greatest Generation, and we can all 
take from her example. I am beyond honored 
to represent constituents of such quality. To 
that end, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating her incredible, continuing life by 
recognizing this milestone of hers. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
LOCAL TRAILBLAZER, 
BRIDGETTE HELLER, IN HONOR 
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Black History Month to celebrate 
a change agent and one of Tampa Bay’s most 
accomplished businesswomen, Ms. Bridgette 
Heller. Ms. Heller was born and raised in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. She attended segregated 
schools through elementary school, but credits 
success during her formative years to being 
raised by a village of love that had very high 
standards for her. She achieved a higher edu-
cation at Northwestern University, earning a 
bachelor’s degree, then master’s from the Kel-
logg Graduate School of Management. Ms. 

Heller continues to contribute to her alma 
mater serving on the University’s Board of 
Trustees and mentoring the next generation of 
business leaders. 

After graduating from Northwestern Univer-
sity, Ms. Heller spent more than 35 years 
serving in leadership positions in numerous 
Fortune 100 companies and private equity- 
owned enterprises, such as Johnson & John-
son, Merck, Danone and Kraft Foods, where 
she worked for more than 18 years. While 
serving as executive vice president of Merck 
and president of its consumer care division, 
she led an organization of approximately 
2,400 employees and helped the company ex-
pand across the globe. In honor of all her 
many accomplishments in the business world, 
Ms. Heller was named one of The 50 Most 
Powerful Black Women in Business by Black 
Enterprise Magazine, a Women to Watch by 
Advertising Age, and Healthcare Business-
women’s Association Women of the Year. She 
also founded her own consulting firm and has 
served as a corporate director for numerous 
companies. 

Ms. Heller is an advocate for diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion, and has traveled the world 
to reinforce infant and maternal health, inclu-
sive C-suite for women, and sustainable com-
munities. She is a co-founder and CEO of the 
Shirley Proctor Puller Foundation (SPPF), 
named in honor of her mother. Under her 
leadership, the SPPF established the MASTR 
kids program, initially focused on helping to 
minimize the summer learning loss students 
experience in between terms. The program 
achieved remarkable results—80 percent of 
the students enrolled avoided the summer 
slide, and three quarters experienced gains in 
their math and reading proficiencies. 

Ms. Heller also continues to give back to 
her community by helping the youth of south 
St. Petersburg bridge the achievement and lit-
eracy gaps. Her work has allowed countless 
students to advance their education in STEM 
fields and improve both their math and reading 
aptitude. She has worked tirelessly to achieve 
her long-term goal of improving the edu-
cational experience and outcomes—raising 
high school and college graduation rates, 
which will lead to better economic opportuni-
ties, and a more prosperous St. Petersburg. 

Ms. Heller serves on the board of The 
Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg, work-
ing to provide equity and prosperity to her 
community, treating not just the symptoms of 
inequality, but creating a community built to 
benefit all. By providing both project funding 
and training sessions, she gives those in her 
community the tools to improve their lives and 
fuel innovation. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, I am honored to recognize the 
outstanding accomplishments, leadership and 
service of Ms. Bridgette Heller, who stands as 
a shining example of the tremendous impact 
of hard work, nurturing others and service to 
the community to encourage others to reach 
their highest potential. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
LAUREN VERDICH 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of LGBTQ activist, commu-
nity advocate, and friend Lauren Verdich. 

During the mid-1980s, Lauren became part 
of a group of volunteers at the AIDS Memorial 
Quilt Display at Navy Pier who came together 
to provide hot meals to homebound 
Chicagoans with HIV/AIDS. She helped to 
found Open Hand, an organization which 
served meals to people impacted by HIV/ 
AIDS, and which still lives on today as part of 
Heartland Health Alliance. 

She pursued her passion for cooking by 
starting Lauren’s Catering in 1986, donating 
tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of goods 
and services to nonprofits over the years. She 
was a founding member of the Chicago Area 
Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, 
founded in 1995. To honor all of her achieve-
ments, Verdich was inducted into Chicago’s 
LGBT Hall of Fame in 2015. 

I was honored to have her join my LGBT 
Advisory Committee and help educate me on 
the needs of the LGBT community in my dis-
trict. She was a strong force, a fearless advo-
cate and a friend who will be missed. 

She is survived by her spouse Gail Morse; 
son Jordan Wolski and their son Zachery 
Wolski; daughter Dana Bennett; sisters Ro-
berta Heinrich, Andrea Reich and Linda 
Mankoff; brother Steven lsaacson; loving 
nieces and nephews; countless friends and 
those whose lives she touched. 
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HONORING DR. NORA GOUGH- 
DAVIS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a tenacious and self- 
motivated leader, Dr. Nora Gough-Davis. Dr. 
Nora Gough-Davis has had a fascination for 
the medical field since she was young, watch-
ing her dad, the late Dr. Walter C. Gough, tire-
lessly serve the rural MS Delta. 

Dr. Gough-Davis is a native of Mound 
Bayou, MS. She is also the daughter of Mrs. 
May Bailey Gough. She received a B.S. in Bi-
ology and Chemistry from Mississippi Valley 
State University (MVSU) in 1999, graduating 
as Valedictorian of her class. During her aca-
demic years at MVSU, Dr. Gough-Davis was 
a Presidential Scholar for all four academic 
years, a member of the Mississippi Alliance for 
Minority Participation (MAMP), Beta Kappa 
Chi Honor Society, the Women’s Basketball 
Team, and the Eta Alpha Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Upon graduating from MVSU, Dr. Gough- 
Davis began a career as a science and pre- 
algebra teacher, girls’ basketball assistant 
coach and girls’ softball head coach for the 
North Bolivar School District. In 2003, the girls’ 
basketball team achieved their first Girls’ State 
2A Basketball Championship. 
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